464                .              LECTURE  XIV.
Photius in his Billiotheca (c. 845) mentions an essay by Theodoras, a presbyter, written in order to defend the genuineness of the volume of St. Dionysius. We need not enter into these arguments for and against the genuineness of these books, if what is meant by genuineness is their being written by Dionysius the Areopagite in the first century of our era. I even doubt whether the author himself ever meant to commit anything like a fraud or a forgery *. He was evidently a Neo-Platonist Christian, and his book was a fiction, not uncommon in thoso days, just as in a certain sense the dialogues of Plato are fictions, and the speeches of Thucydides are fictions, though never intended to deceive anybody. A man at the present day might write under the name of Dean Swift, if he wished to state what Dean Swift would have said if he had lived at the present moment. Why should not a Neo-Platonist philosopher have spoken behind the mask of Dionysus the Areopagite, if he wished to state what a Greek philosopher would naturally have felt about Christianity. It is true there arc some few touches in tho writings ascribed to Dionysius whicji were meant to give Fume local colouring and-historical reality to this philosophical fiction; but even such literary artifices must not be put down at once as intentional fraud. There is, for instance, a treatise De Vita GoHtcwjthtttra, which is ascribed to Philo. But considering that it contains a panegyric on asceticism as practised by the Thera-peutai in Egypt, it is quite clear that it could never have been written by Philo Judaous. It was probably written by a Christian towards the end of the third 1 Sec the remarks of Kenan, in Lea JKi-ungiles, p. 159.